
 

Steps in determining what to include in your school for this school year 

 

1. Write a mission statement that summaries what your goals and values are for 

your family and for your children.  Having a vision of where you are and your 

purpose for you and your family.  It will help you be intentional and time will not 

be lost, you will know your priorities. This will keep you making realistic goals 

and help you when times get tough or you feel the need to compare yourself with 

others.  Discuss with your spouse and then post in your reflective packet so when 

you are feeling discouraged, distracted, or disordered you will remember your 

purpose and your priorities.  ***Read in the Reflective Practice on Students as 

Persons (p.10), Teachers as Persons (p.12) and Teaching as Stewardship (p.14) 

as you work through these questions and determining what to include for your 

year. (If you own the curriculum the Alveary offers- a great resource) 

 

2. What are your short-term goals?  What are your long-term goals for your 

homeschool? 

 

3. What spiritual and character goals does your child need to work on this year? 

(Also look at big plan as well) 

 

4. Are there any major events going on in my life right now where I need to scale 

back?  Are we having a problem with a child where we need to devote more time 

to habit training or a skill that needs to be taught? 

 

5. What life skills would you like your child to work on this year?  (Make a list of all 

the ones you hope to include over their years of schooling) 

 

6. If you have state requirements review them and plan accordingly. 

 

7. Start mapping out high school starting by 6th grade and reassess every year.  

 



8. Make sure to include age-appropriate lessons and subjects and tailor them to fit 

your individual child(s) needs. 

 

9. Look carefully at each subject you want to include and examine why you want or 

need to include it.  Does it fit with your goals?  Are you doing a coop or other 

lessons where that can be replaced?  (Don’t double dip in a subject) 

 

10. What subjects are difficult for my child and how will I need to help them? What 

are my child’s strengths?   

 

11. Am I mapping out a balanced broad feast as Ms. Mason described? 

 

12. Will this subject work for my child’s needs this year?  Does my child have a 

learning difference or medical need I should take into account? 

 

13. Make sure you do not over schedule.  Be intentional but don’t overburdened by 

trying to do it all and then losing the peace in your home. 

 

 

 


